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WHERE AND WHEN
The island of Dochodo, in South Koreq, is the miss-
ing vertex of a triangle conscribed by the cities,
Seoul and Bussan. Located on the southwest coast
of Korea in the province of Mokpo, the most under-
developed region of the country, Dochodo offers
the potential to attract tourism from the surround-
ing Asian metropolises, especially from Shanghai.

BASIC CONDITIONS
Dochodo Zoological Island plays with the power of
the void, and asks what can be done in an isolated
place such as Dochodo Island with its lack of infra-
structure, its low tourism levels, and its small popula-
tion. It is precisely here where JDS architects envis-
age the island’s potential for ecological growth in the

£

absence of urban development of the region.

A pilot project has been developed to create a
tourist region based solely on sustainable develop-
ment, where nature and construction could func-
tion in equilibrium, feeding off one another. The
resulting program brief is the establishment of a
new zoo that would have the potential to strategi-
cally redefine an entire region. The natural island
topography of peaks and valleys suggests the meth-
od for configuring the island’s development. The
low, flat plateau in the center of the island, which

is currently covered with rice fields, would be the
ideal location for the future zoo. The high moun-
tain peaks are protected from development and
are treated as nature preserves. The medium height
terrain would be the site area available to build on.
A datum height of 20m has been selected, which
defines a meandering contour-line across the entire
island as the locus and boundary of the develop-
ment. Everything above this 20 m mark would remain
untouched and wild, whilst everything below could
be transformed into a controlled nature reserve.

KEY PRINCIPLES
All infrastructure and program requirements (trans-
portation, energy, water, waste treatment, and
building systems) would be grouped within the devel-
opment band, creating an “infrastructure green-
belt.” While the typical green-belt passively limits
development, the infrastructure green-belt would
actively enhance the surrounding ecology. Trans-
planted from the city to the countryside, the green-
belt would act as sustainable infrastructure, and
a machine to enhance the ecological health of the
surrounding natural environment. Following a series
of design principles, the island would only consume
as much energy as it could produce. All energy will
be gathered from renewable energy sources: solar,
wind, wave, and bio-waste. Energy-generation will
be embedded within the island development, reduc-
ing the loss of energy due to long-distance trans-
mission. Rainwater would be collected and stored
for use throughout the development. In the zoo-
logical sanctuaries and protected nature reserve
areas, the characteristics of the natural pre-devel-
opment hydrological system will be maintained as
far as possible. The diverse functions on Dochodo
Zoological Island would influence and become
increasingly dependent on one another: architec-
ture, infrastructure, and landscape would be inte-
grated into a comprehensive ecology of exchange.
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