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Holmenkollen Skijump fot the World
Championship 2011, Oslo, Norway

DS BEkEHRIE
JDS architects
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Principal Architect-- Julien De Smedt
Structural Engineering-- Norconsult
Character of Space-- Ski Jump - Viewing Platform
Client-- Oslo Kommune, Idrettsetaten

Arena - Fai es-- 40,000 People

Building Area-- Observation Deck-- 111 m? -
Exterior Public Space -+ 10,000 m?

Site Area-- 30,000 m?

Principal Materials-- Steel

Principal Structure-- Steel

Location-- Oslo, Norway

Photos - Text-- JDS architects

Interview-- Rowena Liu

Collator-- Chloe Chang
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- in-run area 2. skijump 3. spectator stands
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1. viewing platform
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The new Holmenkollen is extending tradition... to the sky! It strives to keep the fine balance
between majestic and simple and emphasizes the existing landmark values while introducing
contemporary materials and design.

Conceptually the project works with 3 stages of visi : The far-away panorama, the zoom-
in at the foot of the slope and the view out from the top. To emphasize the silhouette the shape
is sharp and simply cut. It uses the given wind protection profile and offsets it parallel down,
creating a smooth bended rectangle hosting the slope, the main elevators and the top ir-run
program. The top is cut horizontally to accommodate a viewing platform. The Knoll building is
moved further up the hill, serving as anchor point for the structure, letting it cantilever and avoid
a disruptive structural support. From a distance the structure will appear as a milky-white sharp
profile further extended with a light beam diffusing into the sky.

Relocating the knoll establishes it as the direct access point to the top in-run and creates a prime
location for the restaurant. This new knoll situation works as a part of the landscape, somewhat
similar to the exiting ski-museum and therefore, an extension to the museum would be logically
located here. The new knoll area also creates a grand viaduct for the existing road and an easy
accessible and centrally located drop-off and main entrance. From the new knoll there is a titled
elevator straight to the top of the in-run. Diagrammatically the top in-run is four levels of different
program, but with the elevator penetrating through and various other openings it becomes an
open coherent space mixing the different usages together. On the very top, the open-air platform
ends the visit with spectacular views to the Oslo fjord and city.
The facade is perceived as one continuous band. It sets off at the top of the slope and runs
alongside the landing hill and the stands
framing glow. This glowing band serves as a permanent wind screen from the top inrun to
the landing “The facade at the inrun is lit up from within, between structure and glass to
implement a diffused misty image. From afar the color will melt into one image with great
dependency on the seasons of the year and the difference in day and night, but up close a
mqma_m,i of transparent, translucent and opaque zones will reveal the different depths of the
program and construction; a diverged programmatic x-ray. ,
With the Oslo Beacon, the long lasting tradition for the spectacular continues: The Beacon will be
it in Oslo's asa ary landmark for Norway's forward looking society.
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