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Danish architecture is once again ready to explode on the international scene. The
miracle was called Scandinavian Design before. Today it's called Plot. We already
knew that Bjarke Ingels and Julien De Smedt possess a unique capacity of
translating sharp analyses into seductive design fireworks, but not that they were
capable of introducing a new way of living. For the VM complex in Grestaden
can't be described in any other terms. The two highly-glassed buildings may well
be the beginning of a new type of housing architecture where contemporary
demands on flexibility and individualism are united with a budding collectivism.
Following this, nothing will be the same again, either in Denmark, the Nordic area

or the world. BG, AD, VM. The Jury

JUST BEFORE WE SQUEEEE b our taxi Bjarke Ingels's mather comes o
Mea's clfice: with heer son's jacket on which she has mesded the zp.

=Yg book like a Eetde Chinamane, shie savs and hands over the hooded
jacket. sHey, this is just my old jacket bunoned up 1o the necke he neplies.

Hiarke"s Shanghai trank is unpacked by the computer. FHe returnod
vesterday. Flis mother has a few shom moments with her son and she
s o cigmmette oatwide the door while they nlk There's o nip in the
air and hee pudls up the new wmp and fulien De Smedt tums up with has
black cap and soon we ane out in the rush boar e, without mother,
im ancther lime zone than yetendey’s China and last weel®s Texs arnl
Biarke slides down in the back scan and podnits out that not everything gocs
without @ hitch, Nothing came of that hotel in Ssockholm Sor tﬂmph; thor
shinald have heen next io the Cemtral Stacion and as high s the Ciry
Hall oppossie. But the people's house in Shanghas! [t will be hard for the
people’s rhetorical repablic to ay no oo that. sHow wene we to know that
we hisd desigred o hoase that boked like the Chinese sign for manls

From the sy the Vi buildings book like a V' and an B4, its tha ssmple.
T baaildings havee been crumpled up so all the fats have odd angles and
s 1o fall im0 each other, There @ handly ane that looks ke ancther; $6
different desipns on one, o or three flooes have resulied &n 331 Bas with
e wealls in l‘nﬁ'.ln'\l:'l::l'l...illrgl: fif n.l_--lﬂ-illi.“'ril.‘lll:l.l:l:, :-||'|:| H:lu:ld h‘ihﬂ'lilil:n‘
tosvards the neighbours and the expanding Orestaden on Amagersdiitten
betwreen Uity amd Kastrup.

Flat didn't just do the puzzle, there was a whole box here with different
stmped bukling Mocks to be attached onto arkd imto each other in o muts
dimsensional entity. The Vi modules were a children's party. Selling the
fhats alse wrent @ smooth as silk - So porcent wene sald in two hours - ard
peciple are sl coming here in hordes, enginecns with o sweet 1ooth and
architers arsd |‘H|||i‘|i|m TN TS i1 hllhl:wtﬁ Froem all l":l-l_'||r||.;|rl: :||!||;|
villages the: other side of the hosizon, ve view this housing ihat nobody
wanted as no one reased vouw could live this way.

Clr ux Bijarke Inpels said last time we met (Farmes 305, page 104); 208
couerse you sodl mcst of what's svsilable, vou can't sell whas doesn existe

M as we walk between the setual excting bocks af Hats and see an
st o iy lide thirouggh the gles Gxsdes there are certain minor

sulprsteneris tha remain io be done. A linde blue asphal here, a clusterof
troes there, There are grand tiled poriraits of the comemassioner of the pro-
ject Aol Fredriksen from Danish Olie Kompagnd and the client Per
Hepiner from Hopiner A4S on two of the M buoilding’s entrance walls.

sA pood way to ingratiate oneselis laghs Hjarke. »We got the job on
the: neext plot tond 4

» That's really fanmy. B one knows it's us,e says Per Hopiner. When he
stamds in the electnic Eght with uptumed oollar in froat of his tled porrait
bee lisoskis: Lk @ sabver-haired foosball manager Brom ome of the moe wealthy
dlubs. 2ln principle | really dos’ care about being soene. he continses
*The fece wis Blardke's dea. lnthe old days, i the buslding had gon well
and the srchivecy was alen a pood astist, he painibed a portrait of the coms-
missioner of the project. Axel was very Battered. And [ got 1o/ be there ton,
bzt im @ bess predominant place, bug that's all alnight. «

[nside he is most attracted to the fats an three bevels, without dividing
waills. »lt's fantsestse i be here at night time. You can see everything. Its
like watching a handred different TV programmes smaltaneonsly.s

Later in the svening there's bo be a party in the yellow camidor on the
fiith feor of M house, The residents carry ot long tables and soon therell
be Drasish Chamtenas bt and stesming ssucepass, Hoplner savs that no
one colld maess how many drqwmmhm froem kawes snd regulations be
had 1o apply for for the budding.

s1n Copenhagen vou just don't baild such cormidors, the authonties
have thsir nules s

Bus this time he just erscounbered thumbs wp. In spite of estate agents
sanying: you ooukint sell anything but rectongnalar Bats the VI Blocks wene
a sweety bag that most peaple wanted 1o dig into. And namrally there s a
bt 1o be happy over in these baildings. Penssoncrs ane hapgeyr oot 1o have
1o ru abog the stain when the cutdoos Bell mngs, but i vow are vounger
o i 1h|_' eTaRe apr |1:|-|h| el within I'I;-I'H_' [ nlghr “ah !Irl'l_' I s po el 3|’.| -
it feels as though you are connected in all senses of the woed. The painted,
triangle-chaped halconies of the V Block stick cut like faps and if they
were all io siart waving at the same time, everything wouald B from its
foundations. The comer Bats have thres glass sides tumed towards the
undergroand, Tk bo date o rather gloomy canal, but you also find yoursslf
s speice and, actually, the departure halll of the airpo.
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Hjarke Ingeds smiles at the thought that people said » W would want
i liwe im 2n sguariumis The anseeer came from those whs wanned o and
the: fats soll like tickets tooa travelfing rock 'n' rolll crom, an smngemen
comiplebe with ticket sharks whe bowght Bazs for vwo millios sod ihen
sl for three without even mving .

3 The ide with imctional architeciune.s s Paske, & that you analyse
b ik el vt i thie e so vou kaw exactly where to ploce
the cupbsoands snd overs. 15 all shout predicting haw people will fve.
But i practios peophs e in all sorts of wiys and mary of these 76 bypes
al fats lere ase quite eccentric, There are o mass of strange comers. Here
thee fnldend charscter of the buildings decudes and this hasn't boon alout
finding the perfect solution and repeting i, st we have tried Lo make
the best of ench mdvidual fak. Wee dide't use the Vi shape bocasss in's
bemtifull but bevmise the area stgumes more gealitios coneeming e view
ard daylight than & scuare constucisom.e

S0 harve we soen e enid af dull bread -shaped architectured

sHell prine aswowens Julien Dhe Smedt

1 gt by boisch winh Dian Wonod out on MNew fersey Turnpilke. He had been
in Penama the previoms duy, hat his mobile phooe didn't work thore when
ihie: sum was shining and we called in vam over the Atlantic.

s Bigght nevw Ui driving between New Yook and Priscotan e my oy
Porsche. | hoaght this car in Holland and weas so very happys 5 was my
very first oo, 18 ook twn-three meanths o get @ going end 1 oobd Jolien thas
1 v petting it and we doculed 1o defve to Paris tngether the very day it
wans delivorod. All the papers were in ordes and the eagine repained so we
st ol Just outside Eindhoven we drove over o luge bump and everything
st adied, Wee called the emergency service smd opened the boot which we
fosurd Reating in @ sea of oil. So we sat thene, stuck on the border betwoon
el snd Haollard with oy fovehy oar that 1o baed Gor v boans,
After that experisnce we becamee good friends and | sbaeys think of him
when [ get mbo my Porsche.s

Wied nans the anchitectunal fim Wark AC in Mew Yok and worked
as el dlessgmer oo ton year @t oama bn Boitenkien, whene he employed
thee twes staderts De Smedh and Ingels.
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»osdh 18 fill of wery yoang, very ambitious pecple with Rem Koolhaas
;u..;E.iﬂln-r'culilrf.lnqﬁrlﬂkﬂh]’ﬂhuﬂﬂjﬂhl‘dﬂgm}uuqll‘rﬂt
they were both so anshitions and tudembed that cne wanted them on the
g strmightmwny becusse of their fseling for desiign and thesr manenty,

afuilien i o renlby prest oy and | remember he showed me some pro-
jects that he had beon working on in Brosschs, | was surprsed that be wa
stilll o eudent and hod already taken part in majer competigions. Ag that
msimend |realad the gy wenk] go far

o Their VM Braildsngs are Bintastie. In Pansma we've looked ot a housing
preogect that fn't o krge, ban my parcner and | have discusesd bow great
wirethl be ifwe cvmihd work together with the gpavs in Copenhagen! It's
Furmny as | was abways the older mentor for them and now they ane the
ensdents who have beoome the tescherss

When did vou last meet!
sulien was in Mew Yook three or [ur montbs ago. | met Bjarke & mash
before that and we went ot drinking one cvening, That's the dangemias
thing; with these guys. They stay ap all night regandbess of whether they
v workanyg of partyieg, They ane enongotic in evervthing they undenake

Plest has had an sstonsdhéng growth; the ferm & five years old now and it ¢
time b0 evaluate everyihing, Has # pone too fast? What's the aim? The 50
m}m-mﬁmmyun}mml-mm o B (oo o
an odd warehouse in an inner back yurd at Vesterbrogade, 8 a young
woalgplace; hip-hop music on the nedio, o few black jackets bua mainly
t=shirts mrd beggry e The stasreay throogh tee b b sickally
stecp and the rooms cramimed with models. A the top, on the kidhen
fasor, s the VIV building sext wo o table-tennis table, 3 doll's house lnd-
sz waith tiny plasaie fagures and orenge drink umbrells, Everywihere
axperimental shapes; Blded cones, twisted plaies, contours and structure
of polystyrene, chemical equstions s physical form. Two young girks are
Ingels willl he taking the photos i o competition i MNorway tomsomow,
The salaries are nomral. Instead i is the pulse, the models, the senging
that meost things are posiible - & commodeny that & genenally lacking in

LU

ey peogile’s Ives, When Bjarke sits down with his litle powerbosok al
o ol the white painged bong shles you cin almest foo a shghi bom
arenend his fousled hair, Bor sparks m o el dectng inibedomse statson. 17
hee's jetiagpred from Shanghai e covers it up well. He's in comroal,

ol wns basm i wgpyg. | herve alvweays drawn canoons and applied wihe
Art Acudeny's school of anchitectians i Copenlegsen o get an education
b b o crtoonist, by father's an englesers, my mother o dentist | have
beeeers privibeged as there has tever been an architect in the Gamaly, | have
conplele menoeply over hanving opinions shout archigooture. | started at
the architecre schood when | was 15, fve vears younger than the averas-
pe, anid | remesnber how imitsied | was over the very solemn stmosphern:
there, Everyone st with their chins m their hands, Of cousse vou dhoukd
ke thiings serionshy, bt it shumhdn'e be as teiigh youtre del o
» Husbelirgrs: et etanad Ue fest of tiene and magsne if you dio something
wromng! Help? During the firt thee yesm @ the An Acsdemy there 5
practically oo teaching, It is very - Bheral, There is more of @ vaouum than
tesching, Dhnash sschiterts kve 1o prase the srchitecture school because
i b s e, bt fresxdom bs just o way of covering up the ot dat the sup-
phy o ksl s very poors

Wit did you do with your time then
oA frierul urd | bursg smmaned the ibrary. We went deough the wlhole
wrchive, thee whole bloody lod fom ene end e the other The thines years
rsearrt Ehiad from timse 1o trse 1 fell i lonve with various archsitecroral stybes
and cligg deeys o thosr bk, 1k lomme everythéng amd tried to
gz myscll i Aheir uRiverse, bt it shways came o3 point when |
pealised that evervihing just rescod on o few ssaumptions or preudioe. i
yomt asbosl flhem Sl most things collapsed.

# Then | neosed 1o Barcelona for my fousth student yeor. Dunng my
first sty tri there 1 had discovered Gaudi and afl that snd it was of
crusrse prepostermsly fntestio companod (o — Arc feoobeon, A dhat
tirmee | o remid Reen Kiolbinas Cowpernnioss sk sl and thst became
u type of revelation. He refers 1o well-knonn things in the real workd
Perhapes his prolibectune is an cxprossion of antl-taste. There vou could
really see o plol in things.s

Hadh of B VL Duldeigs PLE & [EEaTY N
[Pariiafe] BOLOeRTRMISN GN SR Soom caked the
O, mounigin, ol BF Bale, ol with gindem and
Aorraren. lasideg will sLil w e fmeer. Prevaaul
e e Y Dukding saen faodm e ot Thess
types of itsploonam. oy boon umed n P diflsie
wayE b creatn o rendanm repoemion. Mgl 138 he
W Easfcheg s et Thel Ao Poriran of the clesrd
Pt Hopfreer pan ba gimpead in e snbance,
reprodeced in ntandend e Opewing apreedt wili
e e et i Liteis et Aafites WO The Dassire
ol Cossnhiagen b ihe Vi pemples which looma op
FerlE o Amuaperalitien.

Was thest chie first tiime v discoveresd o plot?
el dlom't kencwr i 1 thought aheat it the waiy then, it e imsose @ mater of
goncept. His project referred 1o tangible probdoms, he worked himselfinto
e s, Pevplie turned their poses ug at me the fimt vesrs when | sat
in the library reading. They believod that adess should come ous of the
bl o prlizralily froem yons head and drop ono the paper. But then, why
sukly urchitecture? In that case all the very best architects shoukd be those
whis had mover stidioils

Yins inentioned Ame Jseobsen and express younell sl antago-
staially, Wit is wrong with the tdition be represents!
2" the idea of perlection contro inmevation. Cine constantly Feels with
Japohsen that b has aken something that has beon discosered snd has
just s it stybish He has deanod it up and pohished it snd mede it quste
peerfiect, but the idens Hemsehves are rather weak. el recenitly Diandsh
architectire was all absout making incredibly boring boes and spersling a
oot ol tmmec (g up the panclling on ihe walls, | have grown up eath o
sagn @l hosrie i the il by Pet Hein thar says He who sdberes tosmall
things lesves ihe large things mmilone behind hin', and there's a prcture of
an ange] sitiing poking shous amoengst small stooos while another aisgel
s awaw with its phece of rock. [ vou don’s hove o missson sigemend or o
phot you end up with o boring boikling anc you are ferced o put all your
tinae b choosing the nght type of wood for the panetsc

o o clishike modernizn?
sivn! We are moderniss n the cormect mssning of the wond, Modem@san
staried as an cvolalsonary movement and with it orchitecture came o
cvmoer el with pritiag the misck o the sewens instesd of debating
whhut osurisbees slwsk] b o the ool This also cansed agitation by
mmaking it possibde jo e up all stylstc smightpckets. The VM comjplex
i o mad mddemistic propece. 1 just s distinet as Helms Bewton's
pilwins = ghaes feom fosor s ceiling, double rooem height. Sntasta vistas,
karpe: babeonies thet project out indo the vard. W' all abois masdmisng the
wiew, [t is n desagm lamygegpe that s definitely pot noszalyice

Wiy imeet Julien in Holland at omea. What were you dosig thene?
»Mlost of the tinse | wiis working wiath Seatthe’s e towm libeany which
apmed mn My 2004 b w2 bullding that eriggered off vinkent protests,



peecepber s the mcst perverse correspaedlence aboet i heng a it
fusedc firgerr nhai stisck up out of Seanle’s prhm'ﬂmdc.'l'l'-: ilen was oo
creste g sizck of all the cusiom il boses and provide somee space in
hetwern to be open to interpretation and developmend. People are quick
v juche architectare, bt whien it opened the librrsns gged us. Mo
¥ort Timer' Herbsert Muschamps called it the best buiklng be had written
abeut in all bis years as a critie. Archibectune i B o great etend abous how
yim calit the crmatnve proscesa. | hanoe red a bot of Darein and [ think be
risally b the e, fiot past abal Bow Life and [fes divemity have boca
ereated but sleo how architecnare b crested -

Sap yuvia e el @ ercabinizid
s Amd the sy thing is that the cresticnists - now its called imdelligent
design - have the same argument a5 the stodents from the architectural
schionl, wha thoughi that idens mast come from insde to be geruiee
There is e Ingelligent Desigmeér, just o miss af experimen ation, @ moes of
e, Rilie's oguen dhevebipument - aml teen sonme selective onteri that
cilits the great vamicty,

Vi Julien working on the sme project?
w0 Hewas workling on a student centre i Chicsgo, B we made 2
masier plan for a now fown in Konea together, it's schually shoat o be
reslised i soame sort of mutated foom. Otherwise we just discussed diffe-
reent thingss, in particular s film we wanied toomake. [ would be compuosed
of omly pre-reconded soenes put iogether. Like when you ane bailding o
husibding you by o certuin number ol window sections and s much
comncrete and sbeel plates and it's the way you combine them, the plot
yiou uese, that tarns i inlo arshatectare. Laber we nealised that all the copy-
rights weoulid make the film the mest expendie cver mada

b ihe Bl enwwcept siill nyenar way of ihimking?
+With kare: progects you have o malke th propect svslshle to cvenyone
on the team. W anything, architecture is o collective achievement. A fiture
peaject, the O house: (oo M block's neighbowring plod) comprises 33,000
sqpaare metres with housing, a nulti-storey car park oed shops. At the
hack of this housing mouninin there will be o 25 metre climbing wall.
There are mayhe 150 people involved in the project; so you have 1o maske
chenr what it all bt Yo need a sory, a plod.«

The Vi hecks started., as 5o misch die i b, by chanes, sis Per Hopliner.
e s it & clinsneer puaty ansd Plog was mentsomed by friends of friends.
T-Hg'd'ru-r'l.mlun:.l harve Eni Ihlmfrwyrmhliltmrﬂmnlhmrﬂ
tensnt-wwned flats in Copenhagen, They bay plots and develop projects.
At this timee they had land sesilable in Chrestaden.

# The fodlvaing week | met Bjarke snd was immediately won over by
hiis charm and charima. 1 went to their affice and that was totally virginal,
thisy hardly had any paper. Evenhing was carmied out in fromt of com.-
pasters sl with mosdeles

First Haplner taod boe sell 553 afthe WM fats & subsidseed tisme-share
flats, Dusing a pesiod of e maaths, 1500 people looked 21 2 meodel of a
flat in ¥ Hock, bt cnly 35 bought. = People came here with expectations
of seingg a coaventional kitchen and some hodioomas and soddendy they
saw somiething withoat dividing wealls and with distoeted baloonies. S0 we
shandoned the sale and said that we would start afresh: we'll build the
whode thing and then sell in one swoop. You can't sell such flats = the
project stage. You have 1o see them, People can't imagane mams of double
Tecught and fats on three bevels.s

Hopdner liked the ides that Mot - sespecially Biarke and his project
keader Finn Meoskjeere < didn't behave |lke traditional architeces,

¢ They fumed everything upsides down §have nover expenienced such
u periect oodlaboration with architects. Dusing my 5o years in the busines
1 harve mever et mngeome webw iis s innovative as Bjarke

Hapner himsell lves in a pgth-centary howse m Klampenbong, on the
ather side of Capenliagen. Sure, he could smagine moving 1o the Y
buihdings, but they aren’t for Mr and M Smith, be says. «0ur problern
et Lhal Plod had sever budh acoommmadation belore and olnaously vou
bave 10 have srrong belicTand gessd krssaded pe of boilding iyen begin
oo associate with yourg people with wild sdeas. When ihey desigred the
kitchens it was as though they had never boen in 2 Kitchen! They dida't
knoaw whene nne did the cooking or swhat one did with it once cooked?
Bt at the same time they ane very sensitive to well-grounded crigicism.s

Mzt ol thee buildling in Denmark b calls living maochines, dammned
basrimg, sHere we've done something tes clollenges everything. The
amazimng thing i that they have abse beoome the chapest now bus
crymed Bate in the Copenhagen ansac

Hapiner's next progect with Flog s the Y1 moumiain, o tee O
banilcing that Beks prefers to call it o 6 strives ugrwasds is s pyeamid
shape. Fuilding will stast in the spring ard by Diecembser 2007 thene will
bee Bz elimibingg fats, ench with its owm gunben.

Lader he hopes to mvobee FRoE inoa mew howusing arca south of the ral-
way between Malmib and Copenhagen. The progect was staried in the
wmber with am international think nk whe willl prodoce a anematic da
anel answer unbiasod questions as b the pampose of 11 all,

sBarke Ingels = svnonymsces with Plot snd Plot s symenymeons with
Biarkes claims opiner, » There hasn't been 2 Dansh aschitectiore firm
simee Aume Jacohsen that has recoived as misch PR as Plot, They appear
in wmen's megaines, and on TV, Bjarke is a cheerfal gy, Yoo can't
ollabrate on such a large project with people vou can't stand. You have
tor bee nbde to play table-tnnis tgether.c

At the Vemioo Bionnial the Plottons presented their idea for a Danish supe
hearthourr @t the plansied bridge 1o Germary. Seven ports gathened into
o it would make space svailahle slong the Danish coams, it could infhs
enen ghobal rarspon bogmies, When Dang round, | hear many appreciati
architerte’ words of how the company dares 0o pole its finger into the
lange iwaes, thanse that can't be sodve with @ sliding dooe. Bur poimis of
wiew are alse nired that certain projects have been chasmed by their oam
sales argrument. What dooyou di inthe VM blocks onee you've got tired
o the view? How attractive is a youth centre by the water in Copenhages
(see page 173) when the sweepang shapes do not stop the winds dunng
the many chilly months of the year?

Peter Conk, profssor @ Bartlein in London asd ane ol the foe mem-
hers ol the Fomim prises pary, & however fall of prase for the VM
complex: » The buildiegs are very clovesly anganised snd they have 3
dlistinert presence. | can detect certain Dhitch characieristics, bt they e
nit s poemipeies andd basically joke with themselves, There is an impressave
intedligence in the entire project.«

Somez years ago Julien De Smedt was a student of Cook’s. «f wos mthe
cnitical o hirme. He seermed rather arogant. Sommetimes he was mther o
chaking of his sssignmments, bug be has ebviously trananed consd erably. [
et Ingrels when [ was o the jury for Young Aschitects of the yoar’ in

FO AU

Lonsdon. W avwarded them second place. [ usually sy that they ane the
et vy, Pt i sctually potentially mone imteresting, They ane probably
bectver desigmers and if they continue b divebop they wall be exiremely
irberesting in three—four vears..

I-|1.:r|:|:|..|,1l1.|.- Szl offsce White, with Plist, wastkoed o ajnin: erpsal
for a competitinn for a new pevchisine contre in Trondhemm, When Whiie's
0 Anders Svensson first met Bjarke Ingels and Julien De Smedt they
went 10 @ pub in Gothenburg and saw Sweden and Denmark drve 2-2 in
the Eurcpean fnatbhall cup.

»We had workshops and criey disaussions abow cur coneepe. What
v special about them was thear total Feedem ol Weas and thar utter
devotion o e programdase. We have collborsed with ather anchiteen”
s Betienre e hverer woer Poarves Bouggh tooth and sl snd no one has waneed
o conprarmnise, Fere it felt s though we were just reinforcing cach other
all thee cimie

What happened in the competition?

»Toeal disaster, | thoughs we had a crestive sagpestion and we had sohved
each question in the programme, bug the jury totally slated us, [ don’t
think they liked the ide They somelws thoaghn s was some Seeym
birel that landed. [ have worked m Borsay quite a bit and to put it bratally
you eould say that cosventional sohitions alwaas win thene. The time was
ot right Eor amahing clse.

Svensson Foels that the VM buildings sre so gond because they have
braken theough the wall of convertion concemming housing, The strange
thing is theai they comvey bath an individeial and collective expression.

»Yious can live in these budldings, b still be lving m a house m some
way. They nrent a mzss of birdhouses stacked an tap ol sach other bus
you get mach ahsardities o a hafl rooms and Litcdhens an thne feoms, This
signitls that the emotsonal qualitics, that wiiat is personal and irmational,
wwaies Ranloers o oo maang than e standard fusctional aspecy with
everything on the sune kevel amd Bo contimetnes between the oven and ihe
sarik. This is whien the Bome as a casthe question arises, o place to sholier
ard progect onesell end be peivase. Here everything is in the pablic view.
Thewe are cnough people who actually want 1o live 2 exhibitionists, on
thi: border of collective Bving«

Is it the irrational aspect that charscteriss Plog?
sActually it's the super mtional. They are rther abne in being able to
amalvee o question succnctly amd answer it with an expressiee archibecionic
grasp, which makes everyose think, "Yes, exacily, it's obviousT They
comnect the analysis and the coneept in an extremely eliective ways

Thin_}- }m;g,ulhw.rkw:.upnhhdﬂhmillﬂpim and when Julien
e Senedt was a eeenaper be wanted e see more. His mother was a pho-
tographer, but paints nowadevs smainly for her cwn sakies Flis father
owns sz enormous ramber of bookss smd muns o bookshogs in Paris,
Thene was a distant relative who was an architect, but he didn't show up
ungil Julien was 17 and hod stated that be was thinking of starting 3 one of
Brussels's schiood ol archisectune.

e wirned me in the dlassae way that i | bocime an aschivest then
i percert ol my work would end up in the nabbish bin, He prepared me
For what a terribbe e Dwoubd live! As a.child | drew a lot asd won o few
drawing competisons. Bur what made me dream about o profession os an
architect was probably my subconscious relationship 1o the town and the
wrhan context. | had skaved for six yeurs and boedcally spent all my time
out in the streets. As a skater you ‘destroy” architecture. You shate o0 the

e e of pavements and down weps and on eailings and vou have 1o keoa
hewe dillerem materisls resct. Somstimes vou have o prepare the sone
pavings with sicanine. Ironically encugh it then became my vocation to
recresnte the architectune. _«

o you still skate?

o do sctually. Bat I'm 70 row. The skating itself means that you mahtreat
bty Wiow abse lart yoursell) [ still burve speel pieces in iy arms.

D Senadt starved Plot wigh [ngels. They cncate quate different impres-
o the Bbelgian is than amd call and serious and secms genumely
uninterested in being phosographed. At the office | see him during the
course ol a day mainly siting by himself when be tsn't locked into
meeting. He has studied at six different schools of srchitecture and afier
lving in Pasis, Roaterdarn and Los Angebes he took his final exam at
Bartlett in London

s1 enjoyexd London then, but now [ hate the town. Everything is twice
us emepeensive arsl ballas graod quadity. The ondy thing my old friends o
thene talk about is bow much moncy they have spent that day. And the
swgTien wne g0 uzlvls

Ay Barthear a goodd deal of his work weas Gillm-hased and it weas the man
al Blm projoct that made him and Barke choose Copenhagen raiher thar
lasper amd pevhaps cooler cities. | wss the Dogma era in Danish films ans
Fentropa was The obwious production com pany, bat the project didn't
receive a grant and crashed. Instead Fhot won the competition for a wabe
cuhtural house in Albong, that now fnally is 10 be relised in Odense,
Ty stasted o employ people amd it became more Koolhaas than Dasad
Lamach, »Wie had begnan shanng a fat of 38 squane mctres, where we bath
Eved and worked. The Danish magaziee Anfidala had an lsase with
perlegs 25 pages ahout us i connection with the water house - and we
had only opened oar office siv months previcusly, Sometinecs it sooma
that everything happened ton quickly. [ think we must be careful, or we
risk mowing too far from the work itself, [f vou have too many projects at
the same time there's not enough space in your bead. 18 ends upowith you
siitting amall being iin change rather than prooducing «

Would you like to take a step backwands?

Tt olllece shoubdn't be so small that vou ane Foroed 1o do evenahing
yoursel, ror shoubd it be so bage tha vou o beager heve an overviow,
Bl we ane a lithe swiser and 2 Bitle mose relaxed and we know that
archdtecture i a slow beanch and that vou can always redinect 3 project
theat b e in the wrong weny. Ar the same time you have to weaich oo
thed yCAl don'i produce things that vou are not totally convineed about. |
rmusst admit that we hove toyed with o rumber of k== interesting projects.
In summer zoog we ook part in 20 competitions and didn't win o sngle
one. That must say something.«

Do you still fsel that you weand o sdestrons anchitechare!
w0 day youn sty the enty, tee next you want s build it ap. §am very
iribcrestod i ercating an active pulblic ik rather than cnchosed bose. |
g Reereidryr for Calimbeier again the other day ard ic's the notion of fear
that ereares danger and appression .

That souisds like & secial ambitien o chamge secety?
sEwvery project at the office has that ambition embedded. We try to guide
catiors. We want to generate e and social interaction.s
»View, kst wutumn has boen extremedly demanding and 1 really don's wana
tor comntingse like this for another s meoethe, Dwas in leldy vestenday, | was
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in Founston teaching bt weel 1 was in Germany the week before thar,
That sart of trvelling isn't very inferesting. You get all the dissdvaniapes
unid none of the advantges s
Cam soame of your swooess e attributed to your apparent seli-confidence?
1 dion't kenerw abowst that. Bjarke has enough seli~confidence for both of
iad, But peaphe aren interested in slow-oll 1% our work that's noticed.«

Mary peaple say you are excellent an analysis,
=] suppease we conduct masses of surveys: what i it we are actually going
b i i thie Bneen of prograsmamses and how is the most effective organisa-
tion. We shady history and earlier examples. The conte is impoaman,
What are the politics? What dio the streets look likefa

Har dos voen finad ous? Do yow sit and read?
a0, ny, wer adon's hanve gimee o o that! Wie sk people to study amd the
rescarch is presented on all the whitcboands you see ansuand the office. We
serrt Ehinoaagh vl is meresting and o 1o firkd o way forward, Sometimes
we Jusd e anguition or @ desiggn that we wani bo sest sraightaay. Some-
Gamss i Bl 80 lingsir, we best a b red different things and datch i all,
The: analvsis comees from one’s at@nsde to the production, There is no
recipe b give oul. Yo just search. First you're in the dark and the longer
wou're in the dark the more you begin to see.x

D o and Bijarkee have different roles?
o' Wiem sl min. Wi e beoen weorkingg toggethes for fve years and don't work
exaiily as we did before, Then we st together mare and cnticised what
head bz prouliaced o was going to be produced. Today it's mach mare
dnaded. Brarke books after ome progect and | look afier another and we
infeen each other Bom time 1o time.

Dx yous malss the former collaborstion?
olt’s niot really a nmh:rn:l'miﬂhp_i:. Ciollabayrations ane going on all oves,
It's just that we dont meet every day 25 we work with go other people.s

Flot ruast e dboing very well ecomomically?
sl ot drive a Mere, bot its 0K .«

T 2oos™s final number of the excellen) free magaeine ke some smchitec-
tons vissomanes suggost how Copenhagen could look iihe aity dared.
Nararally Braske Ingeds peeps od with his five-o'cdlock shadow and 3 kool
that soppeszs e has been sirang all night I'u:,- the CUHTY[HAET,

He presents Plot's ouitdoos square on the b of the departmsent store
Magasin du Nord (see cover) and Kloverkanden (page 173), 3 hilloaving
irmeggular weall with 30060 flats around o large park aven not far from
Chnstiarna. The shapes are Eemndiar from the Morwegian sk hotel, bai
bere thie loase roalk form a 20 metre wide are of park.

While we erumble rich Dianish pastries ag one of the few able withow
asry polystynene figares, Bgarke explains that alll e progects at the allos
are rus Ty some students and sonse aschivects,

sMaybe the siudenis don't have so much expenience, but they have
e aif pang-hio. The functionalists sey that foem Bllows Bneticn, e
sometimies function doesn't mean anvthing. Sometimes form must ol
something else. [1's about fimding the most important part of the project.
It muther ke sitting at o pant miccng board and keoking for the volume
bautten: e, hene is the energy we com usel” The Ame Jacobsen ide is to
apply just as musch onergy 10 everything. But why not place the energy
where it works best and so everything o = subondinated po thatts

Whest were yoia dloing in Shang il
ol waes preseniimng a baildang that was originally deagned for the harbous
at Uimied (sex page 1730 Then i was a yo-metee tall hotel and fitness

cenere, noa it three tmes as eall, When we fouesd ous that the bailiding
lenked like the Chinese sign foe man and Tseand that Shanghai i go have
the world expo in 2op0 we decided toact fast, The idea is that you have
swimming cenire that swoops ap ot of the river and another leg thaa
grows from the clay soil and that is the conferenos and sssembly rooms
There are two opposng buildings that grow together, ke vin and yang,

He i phenomenal a2 transating theaghts into sasdly understond sym
bals, He's already produced a prospectus with stylised syanbols that mak
the Llened baildang seerm as though o @ orgrmoally connected 1o both &
Tuchihizm ard capiralism

slF this hisdding is ever poing 1o be built it must be in Chéna. That
whiene thiey hawe the power to do it Le Cosbusser did the same thing,
truvellsd around i the chird world and w8ed 1o sell his hoase In one oF
another fommy, with varied success. We have fallen over a ailding thad
summarises the Chinese energry and optiméam.s

Harw cdho yosu Beed abwout thee fistare now that Flot is firve yeans old?
=W ahoukl trv for a Btle Jong-term plannang: what are we tryving io
scoamplh? The entiee drnvieg office's philosophy has been about her
coiFs &0 ides and then we throw oursedves over i, [t has been more pla
ing than plannang. We have improvised when posashilities have tumed o
IF Koolhoas represents a critical prusmalistic sttioide, we have constantly
besem like milvertising campaigns, always elevating an anamistaleshly opai-
rmistic message. Hut | dont want to be ssseciated with adverising. 1 pred
b be companed with improvisational theutre. The sciors are givena

Iry M ipndicling, all s Tiats Fuired Tio0r 12 08ing
wndowt. The wrides Pimas e (daced sulade
Wil DofTees] COTWIETON 6o 3 nok B dein brh
i i

cwes arkl then they play it by ear. Thene is just one niles yow must never
saiy e I8 a0 matder of saving yes m vour cwn wany. We should say yes to
the Dianish hoosimg market but in owr own way.e

Blorw dbor yons G i imte your game al ood these sl commmission
#Chasgre the game, You do that by beng o pan of making the nebes. We
are tody often portrayed as angry young men That's bocagse there s that
sterentype, the ides that to be radical you must be negative, Bug oura
tecture and our mtitude are ot revolotonary but evoluticnary, We try
Lor prut enreefues: af the crossrouds of theory and practice. Citen rdical
archibecthuns i past some cracy projects that don't give a damn aboat all
thie Beta. And then there B commercial architecture, arse-licking project
that st cho what they're told. The ineresting thing is when vou can we
sense, ancionality and rationalBty o work for vour imagination.c 3

In Diamish e says that desive drives the project.
Therefore you can also avoid the ohieciion tha the dimbing wall ai @
Mdihpmmiﬂhaﬂhghﬂtuﬁdmhmm:ﬁdhﬁuﬁmm
toa prohlem that the Flotters hadn't thoaght aboa from the beginning.
CH comurse 1 i fan boa, Just the very idea that there is 0 Copenhagen
tain climbing ssociation. And that Himmelbierget is being challengesd
Mount Fverest at Arager: you can cange the world with anchiteciune
FOMITHOTE
Slerrly afiler ths sl srens fo vy whe Diewloh smealler aomsaovced phad Hean
Peegeds cennad Jlvens Dhe Semeadt fhsed alereidond st o apuararie soanys, The alovo el
compdete all cwerrend progects, Dapels el e responsilils for o QL complec
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wmare farx®y. Fe v i weguoline comtrriuior ke Farsom.
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