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Trump Towers, Manhattan, 50th floor, apartm







Dopo cinque anni, tre edifici costruiti, innumerevoli progetti e grande
apprezzamentocritico, Bjarke Ingels e Julien De Smedt di PLOT si sono separati,
fondando BIG e JDS. Domus presenta i loro ultimi edifici realizzati insieme

After five years, three buildings, countless designs and much critical acclaim, Bjarke
Ingels and Julien De Smedt of PLOT have decided to go their own ways, founding BIG
and IDS respectively. Domus presents PLOT's most recent works

Testo di/Text by Joseph Grima
Fotografia di/Photography by Gaia Cambiaggi
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Helsinger Psychiatric Hospital

Destinazione d'usolProgramme
Dspedale psichistricalPiychiatric hospital
‘Superficie copertalTotal floces area
CommittentelClient

Frederiksbarg County, Helsingsr Hospital

teal
Bjarks ingels, Julien e Smedt, Anders Orescher,
‘Anna Manosa, Annette lensen, A3k Hvas, (istlan
Findensp, David Zahie, Finn Narijer,

that their competition entry for Helsingar
Hospital had wan first prize came as
of a godsend to Bjarke Ingels and
Smedt, co-founders of the now defunct
re practice PLOT, It was February 2003,
office’s other projects were either fin-
hald; affice staff campleted the com-
entry a5 2 gap-filler during their last
onths of natice befare closure. It was a
ed victory that followed an extensive
visits and telephone calls to consultant
dactars, patients and hospital staff;

bes the result as a "long list of con-

plan ad-
I and dur-
ing project development. This approach to de-
sign, which obstinately subjects as wide s pos-
sible a range of formal and programmatic itera-
tigns toa fitness test, was inherited
from OMA, where Bjarke Ingels and Julien De
Smedt first met, Their design strategy posits that
every constraint exerts a force on the architec-
tural artifact, and not necessarily for the worse;
on the cantrary, “optimised constraints” are seen
as the taols that seulpt the unique Identity of a
successful design, Counterpart to this approach is

wsires, with no clear . Even

Brief itself was an exercise in am-

g for 2 building both centralised and

ical, protected and secluded but

surroundings, introverted bul net

rey but with external access fram

. “Afer all,” Ingels quipps, “Helsingsr

etown of Shakespeare’s Hamlet. The
be and not to be.”

Is @ low=slung starburst, & bundle

the gness to ane
pragramme with another while carrying out rel-
atively minar alterations to the architecture it-
seif: the design far Helsingar Psychiatric Hospital,
for example, began its life 25 an unrealised pro-
posal for an aquacentre.

The results of this anti-dogmatic process of
tireless experimentation undermine the assump-
tion that certain bullding typologies are incom-
patible with creative architectural expression, A

ear wards and facilities that
| central point of e

recently scheme in @restad, one of
: b neigh

landscape surrounding the building
a lower floor where the patient's
additional accommadation for staff

; the upper floors of the three wings

d to the treatment of the hospital's

s main objective was o do away
s associated with hospital design,
a1k, ciaustrophobic carridors crossing

Hoerrii lwal Wiglsen, ida Maria Missen, jaksh Eggen,
Jakob Maser, iemie Meunier, Jesper Wichmann,
lesper Ba lensen, Jarn lensen, Kaspes Lisen,

Lent Wergaacd, Leif Andersen, Louite Stefenses,
Karna Gyigholm Maller, Simon igens-Halier,

Serione A-ArSection A=A
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. ged wards,
, brightly-coloured corridors are
glass to allow maximum light pene=
1 to affard the accupants a "gallery of
condition of constant visual contact
. Dotted around the three wings

of sunken courtyards that offer pa-

jded and protected apen-air spaces.
‘most of their work, the clover-leaf

ments. Rather than replicating the same apart-
ment module throughout the blocks, the VM
Houses constitute a 30 jigsaw puzzle of sorts, of-
fering a bewildering variety of different floarplans
{75), nane of which is repeated mare than a dozen
times, Several, especially those on the top floors
dissected by the slaping roof, have unique fea-
tures such as outdoor terraces, Were it needed,
more proof that the accepted rules of working
with pers are not I is
granted by humouraus touches such as the pixe-
lated portrait of the developer {executed in
brightly-coloured batnroom tiles) on the walls of
the entrance lobby.

The architectural solutions proposed in the
past five years by PLOT - and now carried forward
separately by the offices of Ingels and De Smedt
(BIG and 105 respectively) = habitually and in-
geniously undermine the customary approach to
urban intervention, as the unrealised projects on
the following pages demonstrate, In addition to
this, they are exploring new realms of interven-
tion by taking a proactive stance in seeking new
commissions: rather than relying on competi-
tions or direct commissions to feed the office’s

s fastest-gi
borhoods, takes on the bite noir of
European high-density,

privately-funded housing Thie VM

Mot ffered univited pro-
posals for large urban Interventions to musicipal
itles in Denmark and elsewhere, which

Houses {sa called because in plan the south-fac-
ing black forms a “¥™ and the north-facing biock
an “M*) are the result of & very unexceptional
brief calling for 230 residential units in 2 blocks
combined with the censtraints Imposed by zoning
height requirements, cptimisation of views to-
wards the nearby canals and sightlines from the
The suc-

cess of the proj even the Danish

Per Hapfner by surprise: all units wese sold out in
Just three weeks, most geing on the first day they
were put an the market, This exceptional result
might well have something to do with the fact
that PLOT's design overcomes one of the less ap-
pealing characterstics of mast housing develop=

were often received surprisingly warmly, Some,
such as a proposal for a three-kilemetre wall of
apartment blocks that weuld surround an open
area devoted to sports In the Klovermarken area
of Copenhagen {quenching the city's thirst far
hausing in ane fell swoop), became the facus of
heated political debate and petitions both in
favour and against.

PLOT's great achievement is to have succeeded
= in its brief five-year lifespan - in offering an
example af an architecture practice capable of
recenciling avant-garde design with the real
needs of clients both public and private. It's now.
up to BIG and 105 to find new areas of interven=
tion and write the next chapter of the story. J&

WE!




imente d'inverno, | grandi
aoni {nagil il

einterior of one of the apartments in

maximise interior luminesity, a
1Seandinavia especially during winter.
rbalconies increase each unit's
ce {following pages)

VM Houses
@restad, Danimarca/Denmark

Realizzazione/Completion

MarzoiMarch 2005

Destinazione d'uso/Programme

730 unita abitative in 2 blocchii230 living units in 2 blocks
Superficie copertalTotal floor area

25.000 m*

Committente/Client

Hgpfner AIS, Dansk Dliekompagni A5
ArchitettolArchitect

PLOT=BIG+IDS

ProgettistifDesign team

Bjarke Ingels, lulien de Smedt, Alistar Williams,

Anna Manosa, Annette Jensen, Bent Poulsen, Christian
Finderup, (laus Tversted, David Zahle, Dorte Barresen,
Finn Nerkjar, Heanings Stiiben, Henrick Poulsen,

Ingrid Serritslev, Jakob Christensen, Jakob Lange,

lakob Maller, lakob Wodschou, Jarm Jensen, Karsten
Hammer Hansen, Mads H. Lund, Marc lay,

Maria Yedby Ljungberg, Nadja Cederberg, Narisara Ladawal,
Qle Elkjaer-Larsen, Qle Nannberg, Oliver Grundahl,

sandra Knibl, Siman Irgens-Mpller, Sophus Sabye,

Sgren Thomas [l Xavier Pavia Pages
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Work In progress Una selezione dei progetti concepiti da PLOT che ora saranno
realizzati indipendentemente da BIG (Bjarke Ingels Grou p) e lo stu

di Julien De Smedt, JDS Architects

A selection of projects conceived by PLOT and now being
developed independently by BIG (Bjarke Ingels Group) and the prat
of Julien De Smedt, JDS Architects

Mountain Dwellings, @restad

Mountain Dwellings & la seconda fase delle VM Houses, completate I'anno
scarso e presentate nelle pagine seguenti. E composto per due terzi da
parcheggi e un terzo da unita abitative, combinando queste due funzioniin
un unico edificio che ottimizza vedute, esposizione solare, accessibilita e
densitd urbana. Gli appartamenti sono disposti in una griglia pendente che
si affaccia verso sud come sulle pendici di una montagna, in netto contrasto
ol paesaggio piatto di Copenhagen. Bjarke Ingels e Julien De Smedt lo
descrivono come un esercizio di “vita suburbana con densita urbana®.

Mountain Dwellings is the second phase of the completed VM Houses|
and will be built on the same site by the same developer. Composed 0
parking and 113 residential units, it merges these two programmes int
single building optimising views, daylight exposure, accessiblity and
The apartments are arranged in a south-facing, sloped array supporte
storeys of car parking: the result takes on the appearance of a mounta
standing out in stark contrast to Copenhagen's flat landscape. Bjarke |
and Julien De Smedt describe the project as an excercise in “suburban
with urban density".




attery, Copenhagen

Bry & un progetto di intervento urbanao che mira a integrare tre
disconnessi di Copenhagen {Islands Brygge, Amagerbro e

) ricucendoli con un “centro di attivita urbana". Il nuove
e condensa tutte le funzioni urbane principali in un’unica striscia:
imenti, uffici, negozi, asili nido, centri sportivi e centri cultura
fide anche la prima moschea della Danimarca, favorendo cosl

montagna traccia I'altezza massima edificabile in ogni punto,
lando in questo modo la densita del sito.

The Battery is a large-scale project for urban intervention that seeks to
integrate three disjoined neighbourhoods of Copenhagen {Islands Brygge,
Amagerbro and @restaden) by overlapping them in an “urban activity centre”.
The new neighbourhood, several blocks in length, comprises all the basic
elements of urbanity: apartments, offices, shops, child care and sports
facilities and cultural institutions. By including a mosgue {the first in
Denmark), it also aims to favour the cultural integration of the city's
minorities. Although the new neighbourhood’s architecture appears to be of
geological inspiration, the mountain-like buildings trace exactly the
maximum buildable height of each plot, thus optimising the site's density.




Dolphinarium
+ Wellness Centre

1l Wellness Centre & stato concepito in seguito ad una
commissione che richiedeva idee per un villaggio
turistico che offrisse I'opportunité di nuotare con i
del Gli architetti hanno proposto un'iscla a forma
di disco capace di relazionarsi al suo contesto
dovungue si trovasse. | bordi del disco sono stati
sollevati per rivelare zone protette sotto I'isola dove &
possibile fare il bagno; i pendii diventano cosi
camere d'albergo per gli ospiti e aree verdi. Sonoin
corso trattative per la costruzione della prima isola in
Singapore.

The Wellness Centre was conceived in response to a
client's commission for a tourist resort offering
visitors the opportunity to swim with dolphins. The
architects proposed a disc-shaped island capable of
relating to its context no matter where it might be
located. The edges of the disc are lifted to reveal
bathing areas under the island; the slopes are
populated by green areas and hotel rooms for
visitors. Negotiations are currently underway for the
construction of the firstisland in Singapore.
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e's Building, Shanghai

DREN & una proposta per un albergo, centro sportivo e di conferenze
Expo 2010 a Shanghai. La torre, progettata in associazione con
pncepita come una coppia di edifici che si uniscono in uno sopra
I primo & dedicato al corpo e ospita un centro sportivo e di cultura
mentre il secondo contiene un centro conferenze. |l puntoin cuii
i uniscono in uno sara occupato da un alberge con mille camere.
progetto era stato completato, gli architetti hanno scoperto una
volontaria fra I'edificio e il carattere cinese che indica “il
e gli ha dato il nome.

The REN building is a proposal for a hotel, sports and conference centre for the
World Expo 2010 in Shanghai. The tower, developed in association with ARUP,
is conceived as two buildings that merge into one over a waterway. The firstis
devoted to the body and houses a sports centre and water culture centre, the
second to the mind, with a conference centre. The point where the two
buildings merge into one is devoted to a 1000-room hotel. After completing
the design, the architects discovered a fortuitous likeness between the
building and the Chinese character meaning “the people”, thus giving the
building its name.
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