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FORMS & FUNCTIONS

BUILDING BRIDGES

“Wonderful Copenhagen” is not quite as wonderful as the slogans suggest - at
least not for everyene, New immigration laws have revived a grumbling strain
of Danish xenophobia, “We started Sjakket in reaction to hostile headlines.”
explains Khosrow Bayat. head of the capital’s noted youth centre, frequented
mainly by troubled immigrant youths aged 11 to 17. “Quite simply. | got tired of
the negative picture painted of the young."
The media attention paid to the centre is not just due to what goes onin the.
building - 2n unconventional mixture of play and study. Sjakket. wi
the gang.” was designed by Belgian Julien De Smedt and Dane Bjarke Ingels.
the duo once known as Plot, who have arguably dane the most to steer Danish
architecture away from historical modernism toward a more expressive idiom
The youth centre marks the last project they managed to complete before split
ting up to become JDS/Julien De Smedt Arc the Bjarke Ingels
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the Copenhegen d resent,”
says De Smedt. “It is alow- hudgFl project. as shy
and simple solutions, a style that accards weli with the building’s pury
ted as listed buildings, are linked by a
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as a beacon for the whole building.” says Dle Smedt. "Here the kids can sit and
look out across the industrial landscape
Beals juvenile reformator
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Sitting atop two vault-
ed ceilings, a red container
housing a music cantre
calls attention to Sjakket.
The new educational and
roecreational centre for
young immigrants to
Copenhagen was designed
by Julien De Smedt and
Bjarke Ingels

nce
disrepair, the linked build-
ings that make up the
centre breathe new life into
their surroundings.
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